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Did you know? 

 If you were unable to get to your VA Hospital because 

of an emergency: please contact the VA within 72 
hours of your emergency, so you are better aware of 

what services VA may or may not cover. 

Call:  844-724-7842 
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MILITARY DATES OF REMEMBRANCE  
 

April 

Month of  the Military Child 

April   5 - Gold Star Wives Day 
April 11 - Submarine Force Birthday  
April 14 - Air Force Reserve Birthday 
April 15 - Purple Up! For Military Kids 
April 23 - Army Reserve Birthday 
April 30 - National Military Brats Day 
 

May 

National Military Appreciation Month 

May   1 - Loyalty Day and Silver Star Service Banner Day 
May   8 - Victory in Europe Day/ VE Day 
May   8 - Military Spouse Appreciation Day 
May 13 - Children of  Fallen Patriots Day 
May 16 - Armed Forces Day 
May 22 - National Poppy Day 
May 25 - Memorial Day 

 

June 

June   6 - D-Day, anniversary of  WWII allied invasion in Normandy, France 
June 14 - Flag Day and Army Birthday 
June 23 - Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday 
June 25 - Anniversary of  the start of  the Korean War 
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Our Mission is “to fulfill President Lincoln’s promise ‘To care for him 
who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan’ by 
serving and honoring the men and women who are America’s Veterans”. 

 

 

 

Are you a veteran  

with a disability rating between 60% - 100% ? 

 

 

Call  

570-327-2365  

for an appointment to apply for  
a reduced fee (60% to 90%) 

or free fishing or hunting license (100%) 
 

 

 

You will be asked to please bring : 

   Your tax abatement letter  

    as proof of your VA disability rating. 

   DD214 

   PA ID (driver’s license, photo ID) 

Fishing and Hunting Licenses 



For information on how to help Hats for Heat and 
your local neighbors, please go to their website! 

www.hats4heat.org 

    Hats for Heat is a nonprofit organization 
founded by Vince Reeder and Echo Mitchell 
in December 2021, fueling a mission to warm 
hearts and homes of those in need, by selling 
hats, apparel, and hosting fundraisers, they’re 
harnessing community support and power to 
provide home heating and spread warmth 
during the winter months. 
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What can your local Veterans Affairs Office do for you? 

Our Mission is “to fulfill President Lincoln’s promise ‘To care for him 
who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and his orphan’ by 
serving and honoring the men and women who are America’s Veterans”. 

Located at 33 West Third Street in Williamsport, three fully accredited Veterans Service  
Officers are available to help you navigate the Veterans Affairs system. 

 

• All help is FREE of charge 

• Wednesdays - walk in with your questions 

• Call for a one-on-one appointment other days of the week   570-327-2365 

 

 

Our office can help you with: 

• Disability Compensation 

• Pension/Survivor’s Pension 

• VA Healthcare 

• Dependency & Indemnity Compensation 

 

 

Additional Benefits we can help with: 

• Veterans Headstones, markers and flags 

• Burial Benefits and Grave Registry 

• Veterans Emergency Assistance 

• Hunting and Fishing Licenses for 60% - 100% disabled Veterans 

• Real Estate Tax Exemption for 100% total and Permanent VA disabled wartime Veterans 

 

 

Guidance for certain questions: 

• Education and GI Bill information 

• Discharge and Medal Replacements 

• Lost discharge paperwork ( National Archive requests)  
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You are getting an exam by the VA for a claim. 
 

Now what? 

 The VA medical center or a VA contract vendor will contact you to conduct 
their exam. 

 We use several contractors to provide claim exams: 

During the claims process, we may contact you through an Email notification system called 

govDelivery. We'll email you to tell you in advance about phone calls and text messages you'll 

get from our contractors about your disability exam. 

 
Loyal Source Government Services,  
caller ID display : "Loyal Source,"  

833-832-7077. 
 

OptumServe Health Services,  
caller ID display : "VA EXAM-Optum," 

866-933-8387 (TTY: 711). 
 

Leidos QTC Health Services,  
caller ID display :  "VA EXAM-QTC,"  

800-682-9701. 
 

Veterans Evaluation Services (VES),  
caller ID display : "VA EXAM-VES,"  

877-637-8387. 
 

If you're outside the continental U.S.,  
customer service number  

+1-713-255-5656. 
 

 If you missed the call or  

need to reschedule (give at least 48 hours notice) :  

 Or call the VA at 800-827-1000 

M-F 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.  
 

tel:+18338327077
tel:+18669338387
tel:711
tel:+18006829701
tel:+18776378387
tel:+17132555656
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Fly Fishing    Bass Fishing  Hunting 
 

 

Retreats designed to serve those who were ill or injured in 
the line of duty– and those patriots whose situation is      

terminal, as well as the dedicated caregivers who support 
them.   

 

To learn more about Donating, Volunteering or to Apply. 

Phone 610-663-5993 

Email : infor@patriotscove.org 

www.patriotscove.org 

                                                   

                                              Location : Noxen PA 

 

The Mission at Patriots Cove in Northeastern Pennsylvania 

Honoring and supporting America’s wounded service members, combat veterans, and military families 

Patriots Cove is a Platinum-rated nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania founded by military veteran Jeff Swire. Our 
mission is to empower veterans, first responders, and their caregivers 
to heal, reconnect, and adapt to life after service through meaningful 
outdoor and restorative experiences. 

We provide fully accessible opportunities for fishing, hunting, and time 
in nature, including more than a mile of accessible trout stream, wheel-
chair-accessible hunting blinds, track chairs, a bite-trigger hunting sys-
tem, and full ADA-compliant facilities. Every experience is designed to 
allow guests to participate safely, confidently, and independently. 





From the Lycoming County Veterans Affairs Office  
 

 

Let’s explore a question our office gets asked multiple times a week.   

How can I make my claim go faster? 

 

The simple answer is:  

 Unfortunately, no one can make your claim go faster.   
   (not even an attorney, not even if you pay them.)  

  The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs moves at its own speed.   

  They have a backlog, for many reasons, and are reviewing, researching and  

  processing claims as fast as they are able. 

  Every claim they approve gives public funds (tax payer money) to a citizen  

  and each claim is as unique as the Veteran/Spouse that is filing.  Please give 

  the rater/the department grace to work thoroughly.  

 

There are things you can do to help make the filing of a claim go smoother: 

 Bring in all the documents needed on your first appointment. 

  (call us if you have questions about what to bring) 

 Don’t go to a shark! (if you are with an attorney, we can’t break your contract.) 

  We can help, but the process is longer. 

 Come with evidence for your disability claim. 

  Evidence can be as simple as the name/address of doctors you are seeing. 

    (we can request records that show a history of visits, tests  

    and treatments.) 

   Evidence of exposure or an event that caused your disability. 

  

 

If you have never visited our office, one of the most important document to have is 
your DD214. 

 If you recorded it at the County Register and Recorder’s Office we can help you   

         get a copy. 

 If you don’t have a copy, we can get you the paperwork to request it from the    

         National Archives. 



Thank you! 
 

First Quality 
And 

Senior Networking Alliance of Central PA 

A little about us: our office has something called the Warm-up 
Shop.  Every item in the Warm-up shop is donated.                    

We have no budget for this. 

 

Recently we have been getting more requests for help from new 
families.  Diapers and wipes are very expensive, they add up  

quickly for a new family. 

 

Please let me introduce SNA and First Quality. 

They have filled our shelves with much needed baby items. 

 

Now we will be able to fulfil this need and give guidance to       
resources that specialize in helping new families.                       

But the first pack of diapers are here for them.   

 

This is truly an example of individuals and businesses giving back 
to our Community in a very tangible way. 

 

The Warm-up Shop, and Baby-Closet– don’t happen without help 
from each of us.   

Thank you and thank you to First Quality and SNA. 



Thank You! 

First Quality 
The Williamsport Home 

Oak Glen Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center  
Kreisher Marshall & Associates LLC  

Wolf Run Village Wolf Run 
A+ Home Care 

Celebration Villa of Loyalsock 

Celebration Villa of Lewisburg 
Edenbrook North & Edenbrook South 

EverTrue Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village  
Marshall, Parker & Weber  

Gentiva Hospice  

Steinbacher, Goodall & Yurchak  
The Manor at Penn Village  
UPMC Senior Communities  

UPMC Muncy Place  
Geisinger Encompass Health  

Rehabilitation Hospital 
Visiting Angels 







     

~ This is Story ~ 
 

 

  Story is a 9 year old mixed terrier,             
weighing in at 35 lbs, whose family is  
active duty military with orders to go to 
Japan.   

 

They are heart broken they can’t take 
her with them and are looking for a good 
home to foster or adopt while they are 
gone. 

 

  

She is great with kids and loves to cuddle.  

She does love to go on walks and be outside with her humans. 

   

  

 

She is outdoor potty trained and crate trained, when necessary.  

She is good with other pets as well. 

 

 

 

If interested  

please  

call Ruth  

at 570-433-0444  

or  

Zac at 570-772-6250 

       



AMERICAN LEGIONS,                                                 
VFW’s & OTHER COUNTY                                    
VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS 

VFW Post 3428-                                                   
Edward J. Smith Post 

12 N Market St., Muncy, PA 17756 
Phone: 570-546-3820 

VFW Post 5859-                                                     
Billy O. Brandt Post 

201 N. Lincoln Ave., Jersey Shore, PA 17740 
Phone: 570-8656216 

VFW Post 7863-                                                     
Le Roy O. Buck Post 

150 Shaffer St., South Williamsport, PA 17702 
Phone: 570-323-1579 

 

Susquehanna Valley Chapter 47 of The       
Disabled American Veterans 

P.O. Box 3372, Williamsport, PA 17701 

Phone: 570-244-6649 
 

Williamsport Detachment 388 
Marine Corp League Inc. 

507 Cemetery Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 
Phone: 570-323-9900 

Korean War Veterans  
    of Lycoming County, Inc. 

    P. O. Box 3232, Williamsport, PA 17701       
Phone: 570-745-3775    

Lycoming  County Veterans Council Inc. 
        C/O 2310 Newberry Street                                                      

Williamsport, PA  17701       

570-220-8156 

 

Blue Star Mothers of America Inc. -  

Chapter 12 
P.O. Box 851 

Williamsport, PA 17703 

Phone: 570-772-4638 

American Legion Post 1-  

Garrett Cochran  
10 E. 3rd St., Williamsport, PA  17701 

Phone: 570-323-9409 

 

American Legion Post 35-  

Glenn Sharrow  
76 N. Main St., Hughesville, PA  17737 

Phone: 570-584-2123 
 

American Legion Post 36 -  
George Webster Pepperman  

P.O. Box 211, Jersey Shore, PA  17740 
Phone: 570-398-4174 

 

American Legion Post 104 -  

Eugene Grafius  
1312 Broad St., Montoursville, PA  17754 

Phone: 570-368-9000 

 

American Legion Post 251 -  

Bower Decker 
185 Broad St., Montgomery, PA  17752 

Phone: 570-547-2039 

 

American Legion Post 268 -  

Roland Ritter  
515 Legion Rd., Muncy, PA  17756 

Phone: 570-546-5210 

 

American Legion Post 617 -  

Royal P. Steinbacher  
901 Market Street, South Williamsport, PA  17702 

Phone: 570-327-0255 
 

United States Submarine Veterans Inc.-                  
Williamsport Base 

Mailing: 160 North Broad St, Hughesville, PA 17737       
Meeting Location: Zafar Grotto Club                            

381 E. 2nd St, S. Williamsport, PA 17702                   
Phone: 570-244-1351 









Coffee with a Veterans Service Officer 
come in for coffee, a bite and conversation 

 

Lycoming County Veterans Affairs 

33 West Third Street, Williamsport 

2nd floor 

 

9:00 am– 4:00 pm 

Last Wednesday of Every Month 

 
     April 29  

May 27    June 24  July 29    August 26    September 30  

October 28     November 25 December 30 
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Events: 

 

Veterans Breakfasts 
  

         Grim’s Diner           Hillside Asst. Living Community 

 5849 Warrensville Rd            2725 Four Mile Drive 

 8:00 a.m.                8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

 2nd Monday every month     1st Tuesday of every month 

 $12.00         Free 
   

 

Meetings: 
 

40/8  

2408 West Southern Ave., South Williamsport, PA 

The second Wednesday of the month at 6pm.  

Bill Ashton - 570-494-8932 

 

The Disabled American Veterans Ch 47  

Post 1, American Legion, 10 E. Third Street,  Williamsport, PA,  

6pm on the Second Tuesday of the month, on the third floor.  

No current number 

 

The Wmspt. Detachment #388 of the Marine Corps League 

507 Cemetery Street, Williamsport, PA   

Third Thursday of the month at 6pm.   

570-323-9900 
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Agency Address What they do Phone Number 

        

Career Link 329 Pine St, 
Williamsport 

  570 601-5465 

CHAMP VA helpline     800-733-8387 

DD 214s   National Archives 
online 

314-801-0800 

DFAS  This is for re-
tired veterans or 
active duty 

(they retired 
from the Mili-
tary) 

Retirement pay probs 

Change of address 

Active duty pay 
problems 

W2s 

1-800-321-1080 

DEERS/ Rapid ID 
Center 

  
  
Tobyhanna 

    910-598-6021- open, 
must call 
  
570-615-7000 

Direct Deposit   To fix banking info 1-877-838-2778 

1-800-827-1000 

Housing  homeless 211 

844-226-0368 

717-818-0219 

Nursing Home Help 

Patient Advocate 

    570-824-3521 

Ext 27604 

TriCare   Insurance for veter-
ans that retired from 
the Military and their 
families 

1-888-777-8343- over-
seas service line 

  
1-800-444-5445 – Tricare 
East 
  

VA #  - main number 
for appt. 

  VA issues 

Direct deposit too 

1-800-827-1000 

Veteran’s Center 49 E. 4th Street 
Suite 104 

Williamsport 

Counseling Services 570-327-5281 

  

Veteran’s Clinic 1705 Warren 
Ave # 304, Wil-
liamsport, 

Primary Care  
Doctors 

570-322-4791 

570-322-5321 

  
Veterans Affairs Office 33 W. Third 

Street 
Williamsport  

VA Benefits 
questions and help 

570-327-2365 

Wilks Barre VA phone 
number 

    570-824-3521 

  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Career+Link+Williamsport+pa&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS979US979&oq=Car&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j69i59j69i61j69i60j69i61.2431j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8






Scam Letter Notice 
 

Please be aware 

 

If you have questions about communication, 
please call our office at 570-327-2365  

or the VA hotline at 1-800-827-1000 







New Patch Board : 

Please feel welcome to bring in patches to place on our “share 
your patch” board.   
 

 

Local history Pages: 
 

We are interested in finding anyone who would like to share 
items to be published in our newsletter : 
 

Pictures of local Veterans  *  Family Stories  *  Local History 



Lycoming County Office of  

Veterans Affairs  

33 West Third Street, 2nd Floor 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

570-327-2365 

 

Mailing Address:  

48 West Third Street 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

 

VeteransAffairsEmail@lyco.org 

County Commissioners 
 

Scott Metzger 
Mark Mussina 
Marc Sortman    

For up-to-date                    
News and  
Information                         
For Veterans 

The Lycoming Vet 
is published 

by the Office of         

Veterans Affairs  

in Lycoming County, PA 

 

 
 

Office Hours 
 

Scheduled Appointments on: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM 

 

Walk-Ins  Welcomed every Wednesday 
 No Comp. or Pension Claims. 

  No Appointment needed  
Information ONLY  

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Closed weekends and major holidays. 
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The Lycoming County VA Office Will Be Closed:  
 

Memorial Day - Monday, May 25, 2026 

Independence Day - Friday, July 3, 2026 

Labor Day - Monday, September 7, 2026 

Veterans Day - Wednesday, November 11, 2026 

Thanksgiving - Thursday, November 26, 2026 

                          Friday, November 27, 2027 

Christmas - Friday, December 25, 2026 
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We are here to help you,  

please call 570-327-2365 to schedule an appointment. 
 

Fully accredited as a Veterans Service Officers by the Pennsylvania        

Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 

Natalie S. Steppe 
Director of Veterans Affairs 

 
Jeff  Hamilton 

Assistant Director of Veterans Affairs 
• US Marine Corps 

 
 

Keely J. Hitchens 
Secretary  

Visit Our  

New Website :  

www.lycomingcountypa.gov 



(this article continues on the last page)  

 

The Williamsport Sun-Gazette began in 1801 and continues today. 

Keep an eye out for local news, interest and history. 




